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Advertiſement. 


H E Reverend Author of the following 

Diſcourſe, 1s ſo well known in his Coun=- 
trey for his Learning and Piety , that there 
needs no Charatter of mine to Recommend his 
Sermon, Only T think fit to acquaint the Eng= 
liſh Reader, that he was Miniſter at Aber- 
deen, under the Epiſcopal Clergy, till within 
theſe few years, and that he left that Party 
upon the account of ſome Scruples , wherewith 
he has ſufficiently acquainted the World upon ſe= 


veral Occaſions ſince, 
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"ps AL M 137, ver? 5, 6. 
Ir I forget thee, 0 Feruſalem, kt my right hand forget 


ber cunning. 
I f I do yot Femember thee.” Let Ko ingots of cleave to the 
roof of my month þ::- 


The words of the Text tolloy 'S, 


4 I I pur ot. Feruſalaminbowe in dif. LY 


His Plalin botity to kin6beek ned ſome ofths Priet, 
Sale. or the: Levirical Singers, in the time &f the ſh E 
tivity, 'it being their Office to fing ' Pſalms,” and Songs of 
praife unto God with the voice, we to play on Inſtry- 
ments of ck , to-his pratſe, as ye will fee it, 1 Cron. 25, and 
ſomething Jike this' of Sing JR "and uſingof Harps you- haveherein 
the 2, 5A 3. werſes of Im. 

-In the firft ſix' ke : de have an account, of. the cehdirion and 
ſtate, they, and the people of God were in, at this time, and how 
chey were affeted therewith.; Where were they? in Babylon, and 
Captivity there: 'and as in the firſt verſe, Sitting by the rivers of Cal- 
fea, where there were many, By the rrvers of ' Babylon , there we ſat 
aown ; a d how tre they, affeted ? why; : they weeped. and this grief 
was 5 much, or their, own privat particular diſtreſs, as on 


che acccunt 'of the defolation of the Church, and of the ruine of 

che State; Ic was, when they remembred Zion, in the firſt werſe, and 

remembered Feraſalem i in the-5, and 6 werſes, Yea, ſo much were 

they taken vp with this; That when they thac had carried them 

Togin ciprives, Ki them to ng the ſongs- which they: uſed to 
i their own 


xd Feheeticr ih nrockage, 'or out of my, 
B 
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[ hall not uchate) Yet thoſe perſons, could not admit a thought of 
joyiul forgs, in a time, when Teruſalem and Zien was in ſuch 
diſtreſs: They had fuch an abhorrence, at any thing like mirth ar 
ſuch a time, that they ingenuouſly,, and with great feriouſnels pro- 
fels, That cre they forget Feruſalem wich its diſtreſs, they would 
rather chule never to ſing with their Tongue , or play with their 
band while they live, ' Let my fngue. cleave. to the roof off 'my mouth , 
and my right hand forget her citing: Yea ſo much are they taken 
up with the welfare of Jeruſalem and Zron, if it did not fare well 
with Jeruſalem, they valied no joy., they rather wiſh ſuch things 
to themſelves, ere they forget her, whoſe welfare they count a- 
bove their chict joy 5 .1/ 1 prefer not Jeruſalem above my obief joy, 
Thele Jaſt words of werſe 6 , which T have chofen , for the ground 
of my tollowing Exhortation, they deſcribe to us , the diſpoſition 
and temper of a gracious heart, what is that ? They preter che pub- 
lick good, the welfare of Church and State, above their own In- 
tereſt, IF I prefer not Jeruſalem above my chief joy, let me never have 
Skill or ability ta fing or play any mqgre. _... : 

Theſe words will-be plain,: f-I'iſhew 'you whatiis megntþy Je- 
ruſalem ; and what by preferring Jeruſalem to our chief Joy. And 
how ſhall we betcer underſtand-what is; meaned by Jeruſalem, than 
by a refle&ion -on P/alm 122, where: there. is a deſcription of this 
Jeruſalem, there is the Houſe of the Lord, werſex1,9. The place 
whither the Tribes go up, to the Teſtimony of Jſrael, verſe 4. Ir is 
then the place of the Publick Worſhip. Jeruſalem is alſo the place, 
where the Thrones of - Judgment are ſet, even the Thrones of the Houſe of 
David, verſe 5. The Seat of publick Juſtice, Therefore, I may well 
conclude, that by Jer/alemz 15 meant here, both Church and .State ; 
the Church of God where is his Worſhip, and State where Juſtice is 
adminiftrat ; this is it's meant here by Jeruſalem, if I prefer not the 
welfare of Jeruſalem, i. e. of the Church and State, abowe.my . chief joy ; 
in the Hebrew it is, the head of my joy, the higheſt and chieteſt of 
my joy and comfort , of all my private concerns and comforts, it I 
prefer not the publick good of Church and State, to the chiefeſt of 
theſe, let me never have any comfortable day any more. 

From this we may learn and obſerve, Thar it 1s the Guty of all, and 
will be the practice of every good man, to preter the publick good 
and welfare of Church and State, to their own private Intereſt, even 
ro the highe!t of their private Comforts. Behold the .frame of, the 
People of God in the Text, If Iprefer not Jeruſalem above wy chief 
J%Y, 
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joy, then let my right band forget ber cunning. Ere we do any tiung 
that looks not like a preferring of Jeruſalem, to all our own privat con- 
cerns and comforts, we rather wiſh we never haye a joytul or mer- 
ry day after, If we prefer not Jeruſalem above our chief joy, lee this en: 
jayned and practiſed. P/al.122.ver.6,7; Pray for tha: Peace of Jeruſalem, 
let them proſper that love thee, for my brethrens ſake, I will now ſay, 
peace be within thee." Jael, 2. 17. Ler the Prieſts, the Lord's Mimt- 
ſters, weep betwixt the Porch and the Alrar , and ſay , Spare thy People, 
and. give. not thy. Heritage to a. Reproach. . And Jer. 51. 50. Remember 
the Lord ofar of, and let a7 a come into your 4yind. . O remem- 
ber jts ſtate ;, we will find this cemper, and diſpoſition of hearr, has 
poſleſt the Saints of God in all Ages ; what an eminen: height of it 
was in Moſes, Exod. 32. 11,12, 31, $2.afterthe in of the golden Calf, 
when the Lord threatens co deſtroy the People , on that account , 
how pleads he? Lord, remember Abraham', Iſaac and Jacob , the E- 
g)ptians will ſay , thou baſt brought them out for, a miſchief , pardon thus 
people ,. if not, blot zne, I pray thee, out of the Book which thou baſt writ- 
teny. What a height of a.publick, ſpirit was this? and Nebemab., 
though he had all the Honour and Comforts the Court could afford, 
Neb.chap.1. Yet he faſted and weeped, and took no comfort, fo long 
as. Jeruſalems walls lay in rabbiſh,. ſa much gid this affect his heart, 
that the King could not but diſcern it in. his Countenance; why art 
tho Tad, ſaid he ? And here is the.cauſe, (lays he) The place of, my 
Father's Sepulchre, «nd the City of Jeruſalem lies on heaps 3 See it allo in 
Jer. chap 9. at the beginning, O that my head were waters, and my eyes 
@ fountain uf tears, that T might weep day and night for the ſlain of the 
daughter of my people. And what a height of this frame was in the 
holy Apoſtle Pau/, Rowe 9.1. TI could even be content to be accurſed 
from Chriſt for my kinſmen according to.the fleſh. Time wovld fail me , 
to tell you of Joſhua, - Uriah and Dawid,, and of Daniel, of Mordecai, 
and Eſtber, and . others of the Saints in former times ; but if we 
would ſearch che Scriptures, every-whece we will find that the con- 
dicion of Religion, of che Church of God and their Country , lay 
' nearer the Saints hearts, than their own particular. Their hearts 
crembled when it was 12 danger; when it is reproached it isa bur- 
den to thein. It it be in diſtreſs, chey mourn; they mourn tor Zion 
and Jeraſal.m, Tai. 66, 10. Rejoyce for Jeruſalem, all ye that mourn 
for her. 1 Sam- 4. 13. Elis heart trembled for the Ark of God. 
.:p9.1n, ,3+18. The reproach of her was a burden. And, when in di- 
{frels, how tervent in Prayer are tary? Pſalm 14-7. O that the 
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ſalvattori of God ere come olit f Zion , whit the Iard\bjnpeth bark 
the Captivity of his People , Jacob ſhall rejoyee, and Ifrael ſhall be go 
And Pſal. 5 1. wer. 18. Do good #4 thy food phaſutt rs Zion, and build 
wp the walls of Jerufalein. PRE 25:22. Redtbns Wrath © Gol "ont bf 
all bis troubles. And how reftdſs ars they in this? Tal 6% t, 6,9 
They will give bim no reff till be eftabliſh feruſaletn, and make it 4 
praiſe in the Ezrth. So you ſee the truth of the DoRrifis, ahd there 
5 good reaſon for it. | 4 

Firft, "The Honour of God 'fs cohcerfied tft it , rfi3re than-any 
particular , and this 15 the great cfiing ly titar Every p04 'atatt's 
heart, God's f6nour. Whit wit thoa 5 6 thy" grext Nate ? 
How are they troubled in their hearts when! the Nattte of God * 
reproached ? 7x 455 

Secondly, Every particular perfor, is bit a Mertiber of the Society 
of Church and State, and the part is for the whole, arid What is for 
the good of the Soviety;thetr | is wrapt up in it; chey ſhould mind 
the good of the whiote, mort chAthifir dwn privace Eonttrh ;- hence 
the Spirit refernibles the THurch 'tq a Body, Ryn:13. 40d t Cor.ch.32. 
7 4. thewing, If ove Member fuffer, all the reſt ſuffes with it ; fo 'thit 
Al is for the Bodies good, ahd-all Gifts are given for che 2dvatieing 
and cdifyitig of the Body, we EHverhot to our Rlves, neither Uye we 
to our ſelves, bat for God, and ſerving him'in the publick 'Good ;rhis 
rich tor the proof of the Doffrine. 


For Applization, T tight, firſt, Take occaſion to lament how lit- 
tle of this publick Spirit is to be [een among ts? Ah! ah! there is 
matter to retiew that 61d Complaint, Al ſeek their own things, but few 
the things of Chriſ#, Phil. 2. 21. Which is contrair to that Precept, 
1 Cor, 10. 14. Seek not every one their ond» things, but every one the 
things of another. Alas! too tnany like that old fat Monk, of whom 
it is ſtoried, that ſtroaking down his Breaſt and his Belly, faid, Modo 
bic ſit bee, providing it b= well with himſelf, cared little how the 
World went about him ; ſo many care little how it go with Chutch 
or State, if it go well with their own particular : O! 'but this argues 
a ſordid frame of heart, that if it go well with themſelves, ahd they 
proſper, they care little how it goes with others about thein. Alas ! 
what a ſhameful fin is this, and a canſe of much ſin and wo.and a fin 
thac feminally and caſtrally contains moſt of octier ſins ; let us be 
humbled for it, and afrerward beware of this, and that ſhall be the 
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2. Uſ: of Exhortation, and here I would with all poflible feriou(- 
neſs commend two things to you. 1. Beware of a narrow ſelfiſh 
Diſpoſition. 2. T eommend unto you, ' to labour for a Publick 
frame of Spirit, that like theſe in the Text, ye may prefer Jeruſalem 
above” your chief Joy. 'r. Then beware of a ſelfiſh Diſpoſition , 
char Seff be neither your Principle nor End, I the rather urge this 
with Earneſtneſs, becauſe, firſt, I ſee this a very common Sin, and 
yet a Sin we are hardly convinced of. Fr, Selfiſhneſs is the moſt 
common fin in the World, look either to Church or Stare, 'to Magi- 
{trars or Minifters, to High or to Low, ye may diſcover much of the 
ptevatent infltence of Selfiſtmeſs. This is matter of Lamentatiorr, 
yea, I think it is a ſad truth, that every Man and Woman among 
ms, how fmce the Fall, is born wich a ſelfiſh inclination, and are 
nor eaſily convinced of the ſinfulnels of it. Becauſe God hath made 
Man with a natural love to ſelf, and made it as a fundamental Prin: 
ciple and Law of Nature ; therefore it is hard to make us ſenſible; 
when this Love gets ont of due ſubordination to the Love of God, and 
out of that dae correlation, to that Love we otight to have to our 
Neighbour as ourſelves. This makes us we are not eaſily convinced 
of it, and fo hardly recovered from it. Some are fo intent on Gain 
and enlarging their Eftaces, without regard to Juſtice or Charity, 
as if their deſire were, thar they may place themſelves alone on the 
Earth, I. 5.8. (Others ſo intent on their Honour, and Riſing in 
the World, that they care not though they riſe by the Blood and Ru- 
ine of chem'char ftandin their way ; yea, ſuch is the: Deceic of mens 
hearts in this matrer, -men may - pretend the publick Good, when 
Self is at the bottom of all. Some will pretend they are for 
Peace; Ocder, and PublickGood, when it is that they and theirs may 
poſfefs the Far Benefices of the Church or State. Sometimes Men 
hiay pretend tothe Reforming of Abules, rectifying or preventing 
Dilorders, when Envy and Diſcontent, the caſting down others, and 
raiſing up themſelves acteth them, yea, the Honour of God may be 
pretended, when the exalting ourfelves and our own Party is de- 
ſigned : Yea, Miniiters, if they watch not, may be led-to pray for 
ſelf, and preach'for\felf. ©This then being ſo common -a fin, how 
much need is there, to'itir up all of yon, ro wateh againfta ſeltſh 
diſpofition. | eu, | 

Secondly, I would the rather callto this, becauſe, as it is acommon, 
f9 it is a great and grievous fin, a Mother-lin; I may lay a lelfifh Di- 
fpoſirion 1s much of the cauſe of all the finan- the world, it is diretly 
| oppoſite 
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oppoſice tothe love of God above all, and to the love of our _ 
bour as our ſelves, which is the ſum of the Law. A man that is ſel- 
fiſh, can with no lincerity pray, Thy W:ll be. done, thy Kingdom come, 
for ke exalts his own Intereſt more than 'Gads,and his own Will above 
and againſt Gods:. And this1s the caule pf much iniquity inthe world, 
and this being ſo great a lin, and a Morher-fin, ,O, hate it, and be- 
ware of it ! KEE; 

Thirdly, This ſurely is a hurtful evil, hurtful co others, and hurtful 
toour (clves, it is an Enemy to all Socictics being contrair ro,the, end 
/of Society, to wit, the common Good, for it ſeeks mens private good, 
above the common Good. And as it diyides Intexgits, ſo i divides At: 
teQions, and makes Diviſions inthe Church and Stats; this iscoptrair 
to the diſpoſition and temper that. ſhould be in the Members of a 
Society, who ſhould be all animat by a common Spicit.,, There 
can be no promoting of publick Ends by a privat ſelfiſh Spirit... We 
cannot promot the publick Good without a publick Spirit. - This is it 
which divideth all Societies; this occaſions all Jealouſies berween 
King and People, all Emulation between Neighbour aud Neighbour ; 
this occcaſions diviſion in the State,, and Schiſm in the Church, this 
i5 a great caule of War and Confuſion, Fraud and Oppreſlion , 
and what a world of miſchief would ſelfiſhneſs do, if Grace and Di- 
vine Providence did not put a ſtop to it? | | | 
: Fourthly, Ic is hucctul coour ſelves, men loſe themſelves, by. (ceking 
themſelves, with the negled& of the.common good. Men by their ſelfiſh- 
nels, they certainly loſe not only the peace of their own mind, which 
they might have by doing good, and aiming ar.the., publick good, 
bur ſet all others againit them ; and when they divide Intere!ts from 
all men,all men divide Intereſts from them, for this is their Principle, 
that neglect of the Publick, is the way to be belt preſerved, . and; the 
great latety of their own particular. This is the lure way fooliſhly 
to ruineall; as if when a Houle is in Fire, a Man ſhould think it e- 
nough it has not ſeized yer on my Chamber ; or when a Ship is ſink- 
ing to look only to our own Cabinand Goods, without care to [top the 
common Leak: O let me beſuech you to beware of this. 

Secondly, Let me belcech you (dearly Beloved) labour for a Publick 
frame of Spizir, O imitat theſs Worthjes in,the Text, prefer Jeruſalem 
to your chief Joy, in your eſtezm, defire, and endeavour, prefer the 
publick good of Church and State, above all ayr privat Concerns, a- 
bove all your perſonal and privat Comtorts.Is not this a more excellenc 
end, chan ſelfiſh Incereſt, even the pleating and gloritying of God 

11 


Cay 


in the promoting the publick Good ? O that I could prevail wich 
you in this, it would furely be your great Advantage, and ſure if ei- 
ther ye regard the Honour of God, or your own true Intereſt, you 
cannot ſay me nay ; Let me plead with you. from thzfe Reaſons. 


Firſt, The Honour of Gol is concerned in ir. It's more concern- 
ed in the publick Good of Church ani State, than in your own pzt- 
ſonal Concern. And O! bur the Honour of Godl lyes nigh to the 
heart of every one that loveth God; This is the end for which we 
were made. bs 

Secondly, Mind the publick Good more than your privat Intereſt, 
for this makes you like God and your Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. God is 
always doing Good to the Evil and Unthankful. Chrilt Jeſus from 
the Womb, to the Grave, by his Dying and Suffering, teaches us 
this Leſſon, even to mind others, and the Publick Good , He pleaſed 
not himſelf , Rom. 15.3. Let the ſame Mind be therefore in you , which 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, who made himſelf of no Reputation , Plvl. 2. 5, 7. 
Who gave. himſelf for che good of others, and humbled himſelf unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs, v. 8. 

Thirdly, O! but the Advantage of this would be unſpeakable, if all 
of us were brought to this Temper, to mind the publick Good more 
than our own. O how amiable a Creature. would man be! and 
what a bleſſed Condition. would the World be in ! and all Societies , 
Kingdoms, Gities, and Churches be in, if Self were denyed, and eve- 
ry one minded the common and publick God, above their own pri- 
vat. and perſonal Intereſt! This would prevent negle& of Duties , 
and doing of hurt to others, there would not be ſuch a thing as In- 
juſtice, and uncharitableneſs among men, Emulation, Scrite and En- 
'vy ; no divided Intereſt}, and ſo nodivided Aﬀetion, no diviſion in 
the State: No Jealouſie between the Ruler and Rul-d, it chis were. If 
there were complication of Intereſts, there would be an Urion of 
Aﬀections : As we ſee in Hushand and Wife, in Parents and Chil- - 
dren. This were a good Policy in States men, and next to Pizety 
towards God, which leadeth to the uniring People ro God, and to 
favour with him, wherein all our Happineſs ſtands; and indeed what 
ever the World think of it , it is the greateſt Wiſdom and Policy. 
Next I ſay to this, the greate{t point of humane Policy fo.: preſerva- 
tion of Commonwealths and Societies were, that the Governour and 
Goveined have no divided Intereſt, fo chart the good or hurt of the 
ong,, is thc good or hurt of the other, and chere is no'manner agg 
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that the one of them ſhall thrive by che ruine of the other. Then 
they would willingly take one another for better and for worſe, to 
ſtand and tall cogether. If che Paliticians had the Skill and Will, to 
make ſuch a complication of Inrerelts, berwixt Soveraign and Peo- 
plz, Ruler and Ruled, as the Wellfare and hurt of the ane might 
depend on ch2 Welltare and' hurt of the other, and make it viſible 
that all might underſtand it; Certainly Kingdoms and Common- 
wealths, might be Immorcal, till either the wrath of an offended 
God, or the power of a Forraign Enzmy ſhould diffolve them, for no- 
thing wichin would do ic, if Self did icnot; and Self. will not do it 
where there is ſuch Complication af Intereſts. O then, ſtudy to be 
denied to Self, and to be of a publick frame of Spirit. 2 

Secondly, Conlider this would bz each one of our particulac Ad- 
vantage, the good of your Families and Poſterity depends on the 
good of the Publick, your own Honour 15 concerned in this. Will 
you tell me, which of theſe two were a more defirahle Inſcription 
on a Man's Tomb? Here lyes a man that for his Sel/iſh. ends, did by 
outmoſt to ruine both Church and State, Or, Here lies a Man that in gll 
his Conſultations aimed at the Pablick, Good: And befide the Peage; ir 
would minifter to mens Conſciences in Lite and Death, bur own 
temporal Peace and Welfare is wrapped up in the Publick Good. 
O'! be like Mordecai. Eſth. 10. 3. ſeeking always the wealth of bis Peo 
ple. And beware as Baruch. Jer. 45. 5. To ſeek great things for thy 

elf. 


Furthly, Tf we nzgle& che Publick Good for our own particular 
Concerns, Heartheos will 1i{ſe up in Judgemznt againſt us and Con- 
demn ns. O what a love to their Country did they ſhew !' I fhall 
but give you two Inſtances out of Pluzarch, (fee Platarch's Politicks, 
page 39, 40..in Ofavo, ) the one is of Cretinas the Magnefiau and 
Hermias, berwixt whom there was great Animoſity, but in the time 
of che Michridatick War, Cretinas faies, Jet Hermias have the Govern- 
ment and I ſhall remove from the City, for T am afraid chat Con- 
tention deſtroy the Common-wealch ; but if he will nor, let him 
Icave the Country and Government ; and Hermt# accepts the Con- 
dition, and acknowledgeth that Certins was the more Warlike, and 
tic tor the Government, and fo removed himſelf and his Family. 
The other in{tance is of Timeſias Clazomenius, an excellent man, yet 
b:cauſe he did inhance all the Government, he contracted the Enyy 
and Latred of the People, of which he was jgnorart till one day, 
as h2 paſſed by ſome Children, who had carched a Fird in a- Gin, 
and 
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and one of them bruiſing the Birds Head, cruſhed irs Brains, the 
reſt ſaid to him, we wiſh thou had ſo bruiſed the Head of Timeſiai i 
the Children not knowing that T:;-/7z was hearing them ; bur he 
hearing them, began to conſider in hiinſelf whence the hatred of che 
People had ariſen, which was now in'the mouths of Children, an« 
finding that his Government was unpleaſing to them, immediatly he 
packs up all and reſolves to leave the City and Country. This faies 
Plutarch is a ſaying worthy of a noble Mind, Amo liberos, ſed Patri- 
am magis amo. I lay, if we mind not Publick Good, Heathens will 
riſe up againſt us, and Condemn us. Ye may now ask, How ſhall 
we attain to this frame of Spirit? And ſecondly, What ſhall we do 
for the Publick Good ? 1. What ſhall I doto attain this publick frame 
of Spirit,that I may be ot a temper,to prefer Jer«ſalem to my chief joy? 

Firſt, I beſeech you, Sirs, meditate ſeriouſly on the Motives, I 
layed before you, at this time, until you get ſuitable Aﬀections 
np og erent raiſed in your Hearts, Conſideration is a chief Mean 
co this. 

Secondly, Pray much to God for this Frame; he is the Giver of all 
good Gifts, he giveth liberally and upbraideth not, Fa. 1. v. 5, 17. 

Thirdly, Labour for more-love to God, ' and love to your Neigh- 
bours ; if there were more Catholick Charity, more ſincere Love to 
God above all, and more Charity co our Neighbours, it would make 
us to. ſeek more the Publick Good than our own. 

Fourthly, Eye the Example of the Lord J-ſus, and his Saints and 


. Servants, Heb. 12. 1,2. Mind theſe things ſeriouſly, and ſeek of God 


that he would work them in you. 

Next you may ask, What ſhall we do forthe Publick Good ? there 
are ſome rhings, that even the meaneſt, in their moſt private Capa- 
city may do for the Publick Good; other things more incumbent 
to the Honeurable Members of che High Court of Parliament, that 
they may do for the publick Good. - | 

Firſt, Some things the meaneſt in their moſt private Capacity may 
do for the publick Good. The meaneſt of all may, 1.Pray for the Pub- 
lick, chis is our Duty, Pſal. 122. 6. Pray for the peace of Feruſalem, 
peace be within thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces, pray for this; 
chis is it-that all may do, and all ought to do, T/a. 62.6, 7. Te that 
make mention of the Lord, and are the Lord's remembrancers give bim no 
reſt, keep mo ſilence, till be make Jeruſalem a praiſe on the earth. Its 
God only that ſhakes Kingdoms and Churches, and God only can e- 
frabliſh Kingdoms and Churches, and he cannot only Stabliſh but 

| CC | make 
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; make them a Praiſe again ypon.the Earth. O (eek bim that he would 
ſettle, Churgh and, Stare again,. and ſeekit..importunately , the thing 
is weighty and che time; dangerous, and give him no reſt; he loves a 
holy; Impudaenge and, Imporcunity:in this, Lukes 1.8.11 | 1 
- ,2« 1 recommend-ta,you,: Labour to be at Peace with God,:or elſe 
yaur Prayers will come no ſpegd; Fob. 22.21, . Acquaint thy ſelf with 
God, and, be at.Peace,and {o;jhall good come unto thee : O ! Peace 
with God quicts. all.;. Tranquilins Det tranquillat ownia. Job.z429. If 
4 give quietyeſsy who then ogy make trouble:t. O;theretore make Peare 

with Gqd !,/{bys all of ys ſhould enfleavous after... 1-0 
1:53»; Lixgcommentd to. you far;thepyblick Gopg:,, Turn:away every 
one-of you fromithat which-may. obſirud .the! publick Goad, every 


one of you, augs Fuel, to the Fire, to,the comman . Fire. Remem- 
ber,tq turn tram your Prevocations; ; Tour, Iniquities ſeparate between 


. you; and, your God, your ſms hides: bes. fyce from yougUaicgg '2,' Your © Ini- 


quities turns away good things from you,Jer.5.25. Theretore turnievery 
one of yau, from..the &yil of your way;. away with. Pride and Vani- 
ty,, away with Unjighteouſneks /andl Ungodlineſs » away: / with. Fil- 


.thineſs and Drunkenneſs, with Injuſtice and Oppreflion, and fo Ini- 


quity, ſhal}, nor be your guine,, OTE | 
4. I bejeech thee in the maſt priyate Capacity., Labouc!|what ye 


can to get thele things, that contribute for the :Bftabliſbing | and -Ser- 


tlement- of Ghurch.and State 3, And what is that4:even Righteouſne(s 


_ and Holinels : Prov. 14. 34» Rig hteouſneſs exalteb-a Nation, but i Sin is a 


reproach to any people. Holineſs, Mercy: and Truth, Righteouſneſs and 
Meeknels, Love, Charity and Juſtice. Iſai. 33. 6.W4/dom and ftrength 
« the ſtability of thy times ; and;thele are therthings thag tends to-pub- 
lick Good, and cheretore; ſech, affer them ;,-andi phove all theſe throg s 


Peace , 
Faith. 


1 put 0 Charity which w the Bond of, Perfettheſs; Col. 3: 1h, -botlow 


and love all men , eſpecially : theſe: of the Houſhold: of 


ſ's 


Now theſe things, Perſons in the meaneſt Capacity may. do. And 
I would humbly otfec,in the next place, ſome:Things to the Honou- 
rable Members of. the High Coure of Parliament, as,more eſpecially 
incumbent to them, in ſuch a Cale.as this... ',And it' any ſhould ask , 
Who are you that ſhould give Advice to ſo high and honourable a 
Court ? I humbly acknowledge my own meannels and unficneſs for 


this Work, and would gladly have declined it if I could , but what- 


ever my meanne(s be, I am, a Servant of a great Maſter , before 


whom the greateſt on Earth are but as Graſhoppers ; and if I have 
War- 
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Warratid from him to ſpeak , I miſt'not forbeat , for fear of you 

leaſt he'confound me before you, but I hope, I ſhall deliyer 
nothing , but what is agreeable to his Word, and with all due Hu- 
milicy. 

And firſt, I recommend to you to b2 at Peace among your ſelves, 
and ſtudy to unice in fincere Aims and Endeavours, for the p.blick 
Good of Church and State. This 1s the great thing necdful in this 
matter, Ir is ſtoried of Themi#tocles and Ariftides the Athenians,vehin 
ſent upon a publick Work, they agreed well , notwichſfanding of a- 
ny private Animoſity that was betwixt them. Come, lays Ariftides , 
let us lay aſide our Differences , and leave them upon the Borders of the 
Athenians , hv” we ſhoulJ be neceſſitat to take them up again when the. 
Work is, done. O lay aſide Differences, and remember ourSaviour's. 
word, Marth. 12. 25. Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſeIF , ſhall” bs 
brought to Deſolaticn'; this is your Adve! ſaties great Strength, there. 
fore take heed' of this ; I think Proteſtants, when Difference grows , 
ſhould be jealous, leaſt the Church. of Rome have. a Hand' in this 
Matter , for Divide & Impera, is her Maxime., But lurely to unite itt 
Common Good, is the great Duty of. all. WE. + 4 

The ſecond thing Frecommend-'to you. O' ſtudy” by your Ex- 
ample and Authotity, to Difgrace and Supprels all Detyldhery and 
knpiety in the Country and Armies, remember that Word, 1 Sam. 
2. 30. Him that hcnoureth mie 1 will honour ,, and be that deſpiſeth me 
ſhall be lightly eftcemed. Remember ir, it's not enough to pro- 
teſs'a Zeal againft” Arbitrafineſs' in the State, or Popety in the 
Chureh; if' we contirive by Debauchgry and Impiety tw prophane 
our Holy Religion ; his is tio Tels offenſive to Go than. Popery ; 
God cp from us Reformation of our Hearts and Lives ,. that as 
we profefs a. more .Holy Religion than others, ſo we may lead'more 
holy Lives, elſe we carmot expe God, will be' with us ; but our 
Sins will provoke God to repent of the Good he thought to'have to 
dohe , and to' return'to'do us evil after he has done ts 0d, Ter.1 
10. aid Joſh. 23.15. 'our Sih will be the, greater, and;rhe Judgment 
thi niore heavy, that it is atter ſo wonderful a, Revelation: And” no 
Wifdoth ot Screiigch wilt keep off, Wrath, if we goon inSin; Ezrg 
9.14. Ard thete 'is nothing feareth rhe more than wa. 'Alas, 
we''are nor. reformed arid b e better, by all that God hath 
done*, I/ai: 5.13, _Y Beſtit' your {slyes , notfle Patriots ; O ttu- 

'by your owt Exaniple "to. diſgrace the hateful Sins of Cur- 
js ant Swearing , of Filthinefs - Drunkennefs , of Pride: _ 
: 2 O 
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of Oppreſhon, and all Injuſtice, and endeavourto ſuppreſs theſe and 
ſuch like Sins, . as by a due Execution of Laws made, fo by a ſupply 
where there is any defe& of ſuch wholſome Laws. And I wiſh a 4 
care may be taken to (uppreſs Debauchery in the Army. - Ic is a 
common regrate that too many in it, I ſpeak not of all, I know 
the contrary of ſome, but too many neither fear God nor regard 
Man. There is indeed to look to it, that they be Men'of Skill 
and Fidelity, and not Impious, tor how can they bs true to Man, 
who have no fear of Gyd, the Debaucheries of ſome, and the Irre- 
gularities of others, doth much prejudice to the commun Cauſe, and 
both ought to be reſtrained. Certainly it is a ſhame for thoſe, who 
ſtand up for a holy Religion, to bz leading filchy lives, Curſing and 
Damming on the Strects, ' Drinking and Debauching, &c. I be- 
ſeech you reſtrain theſe. Surely at ſuch a time, there is need both 
People and Souldiers mind chat word, Dezt. 23. 9, 14. When the hoſt 
goeth forth againſt the enemy, then keep thee far from every wickgd thing, 
for the Lord thy God is among you : and if he [ce any unclean thing a- 
mong you, he will leave you to fall before your Enemies ; this holy 
care were the way to Viftory and Peace. Pſal. $1. 13. O that my 
people had hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways. 1 ſhould 
bave ſoon ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againſt their adver- 
aries. ' The baters of the Lord ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves to him , 
but for thems they ſhould bave remained for ever. 

Thirdly, I would humbly offer this as my advice,go forward zealouſ: 
ly, in ſecling the Government of the Church of Chriſt, according to 
his own appointmemt. This is a choice mean to promote Piety, and 
eo ſuppreſs Sin. .I recommend to you that ward of Ar:exerxes, Ezra. 
7 23. Whatſoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, let it be done di- 

gently / the Houſe of the God of Heaven, for why ſhould wrath come from 
the God of Heaven upon the Realm of the King and his Sons. I can- 
not but commend you, and bleſs the Lord, that wich ſo much Unity 
and Harmony you have gone ſome footſteps already, go on, and the 
Lord be with you, and let none give way to theſe prejudices, where- 
with ſome endeavour to pofleſs mens minds againſt Presbyterial Go- 
vernment, 45 an intollerable yoke and Tigid, as ſome Pamphlets now. 
paſſing would repreſent it; for if you give way to ſuch, ye may 
cali ch&Chriſtian Religion ere long, for it, hath been evil ſpoken of 
by the Adverſaries; and tha therg ought to be a dye Leal againſt 
Error and Vice, yet I am confident there ſhall be that due odera- 
tion, which the Goſpel preſcribes, uſed roward all that are Pipys and 


. F 
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Orthodox, that ſhall be ſatisfying and pleading to every ong that 
loveth truth and holineſs: Neither, I beſeech you , impure the irre- 
gular Practices of ſome unto the Principles of the whole Party , for 
theſe things we do diſown. I am ſorry for che S»fferings of any,but 
if any had deſigned a repreſencation of their Suftzring, I wiſh it had 
wanted that Gall and Venome againlt the Civil Government, where- 
with ſome Pamphlets are filled, and that there had been more Can- 
dor, Ingenuity, and Floneſty; uſed in relating matters of Fact , the 
want of which perhaps may occaſion ſuch a iearch as may diſcover, 
that the Sufferings of ſome, has been rathec che effet of their own 
ſcandalous fins, than of others hands. And tho' I havea great Cha- 
rity to all that are pious and found in the P\iacipal Doct-inzs of the 
Faich, cho' they differ in leſſer things; yer I mult crave leave ficely 
to profels, before this great Auditory, that ere I dic intrude my elf, 
or conſent to be obtruded on an unwilling People (as it was in moſt 
places of the Weſt) I had rather beg my Fraught to have carried me 
over to America, to preach to a willing People: And it is an old Ca- 
non in the Church, Nemo inwitus obtrudatur. 


4 As I beſeech you to advance Holineſs toward God, ſo endea- 
vour to promote Righteouſneſs coward Man, that in all Courts of 
Judicature, chere may be ſuch Judges as are mentioned, Exod.18.21. 
Men fearing God, loving truth, and hating covetouſneſt; and charge them , 
as Deut. 1.16, 17. That ſuch judge righteouſly bet ween man and man, and 
have no reſpett of perſons in judgment, = they judge for the Lord. And 
provide, as much as in you lyeth , that there be no partiality , nor 
perverting, nor delay of Juftice, but chat Judgment may run down 
zke a Stream, and Righteouſneſs like a mighty River. 


5- I humbly beſeech you of that Honourable Court , conſider 
what you may do for the Peace and Safety. of the Country ; its Caſe 
may be better known to many of you, than to me; yet I muſt crave 
leave to repreſent unto you the Caſe,eſpecially of ſome Northern parts; 
fome are ravaged and ſoiled wich ſome barbarous Highlanders, and 
others burdened with Free-quarter,for want of the pay of the Army, 
and the Cries of the Poor cry for your pity, and call for your ſpee- 
dy help. Ye that ſettled the Government, will ye not uphold it? 
and ſtudy the ſafety of the Country under it ? It this Ruine fall un- 
der your hand, it may ruine Poſterity, ruine Religion, and. prove a 
great grief of heart to you, that are wanting of doing your duty, 

while 
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while it is in the power of your hant to do it , Eccl. 9: 10, Fpreſime 
not to preſcribe Methods to you, but humbly plead che Caule of the 
Diſtreſt, and that ye would conſider the Danger we are in. 

6. I recommend to you the Care of the Education of Youth, the 
Vititing and Reforming of Schools and Colledges, and' the' Caſe of 
the Children of ſome Great Ones now abroad , at' Pbpiſh Schools. 
fe may be worth your Conſideration, what may be done, ro recover 
and reduce them, and to prevent the like in'time coming. | 

. And laſtly, Study cor promote Peace in the Nation, of Unity a- 
mong your ſelves, and Charity among all: Mind theſe things ſeti- 
odfly ; and with theſe two QualihcationsI leave them. 

1. What ye doin thefethings, do ic lincerely, from right” Princi- 
ples, as ys would approve your ſelvesto God; tor tho* ye do good hg 
if ye do itnot in a right manner, you'lof: your reward of him. Ez- 
74 4. 2. I read of fome, when che People were going; ro: build the 
Temple, faid, Come, /er us baild with' you , and yet deſigned but toi 
mar the work ; God forbid chat there be any ſuch among you. © 

2. Time is precious, and' what ye do, do diligemly and” without 
delay, Eccl. 9. to. Do it with all your might : Remember you . muſt 
be Accountable ere long to God for every Opportunity put in your 
Hand: Nor only will God reckon with you for the evil you do, but 
for the Good ye might have done, and did it not ; And therefore as 
ye would not have grief in your Heart, for nzgleRof it, at Death and 
Jadgmen: improve Seafons and Opportunities for doing good. I 
eave one Word with-you, Eſth. 4.13 ,14- It is Mordecai's word to Ef 
her, Mordecai commanded to er Efther , Think not with thy ſelf 
thou ſhalt eſcape in the King's Houſe, more than all the Jews ; for if thou 
altogether bold thy Peace at hi rome, then ſhall their Enlargement and De- 
liverance ariſe to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy. fathers 
bouſe ſhall be deftrojed : and who knoweth, whether thou. art come to the 
King dom for ſuch a time as this God blefs what hath been ſpoken, and 
to Him be Glory for ever. Amen. | | 
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